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SOURpE: Japanese journalist (B). Appraisal of Content! 



1. SS)RIKI Eatsutaro laid his plans for obtaining oontrol of telerislon in Japan 
while he was held in Sugamb Prison as a Class **A* war orisies suspect and began 
his maneuvers to aooompllsh them as soon as he was depurged* Among other tao- 
tios ha used the threat of exposing corruption in the Commini cations Elnlstry to 
win his television franchise*! 

2* tfeanwhile, SHI BATA Hldetoshi^ a news commentator for the Japan Broadcasting 
Association (Nippon Hbso Cyokai)(HHN) oonceired the idea of linking Japanese • 
television with American, receiving American technical and financial assistance 
in return for cooperating in Anerloan propaganda efforts; He discussed this 
plan with high-level officials of the U*8. Deparbaent of Defense /iand of the 
voice of America who were visiting Japan and obtained their approval* 3 HIBA TA 
then approached FDRCQANI Tetsuro, Chairman of the Bo ard o f Directors oj.^ NEK, 
to take charge of the Japan end of the program* but FDRUQAKI had deoided, after 
a tour to insppot television in the United States and Europe, that Japan should 
not undertake a television netiroxk for five years more* Nhen FUKUGAKI turned 
down SHI BATA* 8 plan^ SHIBATA took his idea to 830RIKI and SHORIKX aooepted it. . 
Since late 1962 SHIBATA has been SHOHIKI's prizioipal assistant in The Japan 
Television Network, Inc* 

5* 83DBIKI was suooessful in obtaining the first television rights in Japan and 
hoped to keep all . Japanese television oommeroial, on the theory that Govern- 
ment interferenoe oould lead to thought control* His most reoent moves have 
been to add mlorowave broadcasting to his television network, but the Radio 
Nave Supervisory Oommlttee of the Diet recently refused to authorize oonoser- 
oial television stations to engage in microwave broadcasting* UesR>ers of the 
Committee and officials of the Communi cations Ifinlstry have prepared and 
oiroulated a pamphlet "exposing** S90RIKI*8 maneuvers towards Oovennaent of- 
fioials, in retaliation against SH)RIEI's threats to expose Government corrup- 
tion* The Issuance of this pamphlet started a wave of protest against Sn)RIKI*8 
plans by €l 11 the newspapers except the "Big Three"— Asahi, M^niohl , and Yomluri * 
S30RIKI planned to make microwave broadoastlng aervioes available ^ the "Big 
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Three* only, thus cutting the smeller neirspspors out on news beats* 

4* Sine looal newspapers hare organised a *Union of Vewspapers Opposing Cirilian 

mcrowave Facilities* and on 11 BoTenber 1955 represents tires of the union handed 
a protest against the S3)RIKI plan to Bostal Serrloes tfinlster TSUXADlIl at the 
Oai-Idhi Seimei Building in Tokyo, where he was attending a national ntayori* 
oonferenoe* On the noraing of 14 Horsmber they called on 7ioe Premier OOAT& 
Taketora and left with him a protest against the use of foreign capital in Japan- 
ese television* ^y left a similar protest with^ (^ef Oablnet* Seoretary FQKU- 
SiOA Kenji* 



5* 4n additional cause of trouble for SHDHTEC is the charge, made by Inrestors in 

his television network, H»t he misappropriated the network's funds, 72,000,000,000 
worth, to start his new Osaka roaiuri newspaper* In addition, this newspaper 
is not doing well finanolally* ^ 




